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Gulmira Abdiraiyvmova
Doctor of Sociological Sciences
Head of the Department of Sociology and Social Work

Al-Farabi Kazakh National University

Dear Professor Abdiraiymova,

Please see the review below and my evaluation of SAIMASSAYEVA
ARUZHAN?’s excellent dissertation on the meaning of the hijab and other forms
religious attire by women in the public urban context of Almaty. I hope I have done
the paperwork properly. Please let me know if you need anything further from me.

Yours,
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%”% A 4S5 ==
Philip Kasinitz, PhD
Presidential Professor of Sociology
City University of New York, Graduate Center
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PHD DISSERTATION REVIEW FORM

Reviewer Information:

Name: _ Philip Kasinitz
Position/Title: ~ Presidential Professor of Sociology
Institution: __ City University of New York, Graduate Center

Dissertation Information: :
Title of Dissertation: Sociological aspects of hijab (head cover): the case of big

megapolis of Almaty
Candidate's Name: SAIMASSAYEVA ARUZHAN

Speciality: Sociolaogy

Evaluation:

1. Importance of the Topic: (Discuss the relevance, significance, and timeliness of

the dissertation topic).

The dissertation addresses an extremely timely and important topic—the increased use
and visibility of head coverings by women in the modern city of Almaty. At a time
when many secular feminists have seen the hijab as symbolic of women’s oppression
and traditionalists in many societies have sough to make it mandatory, this dissertation
asks an often neglected question—what does wearing the hijab mean for the women
who chose to do so.

2. Reliability, Validity, and Novelty of Scientific Findings: (Evaluate the
methodological rigor, validity, originality, and appropriateness of methods

used.)

The study is exploratory, which is appropriate given the lack of previous work on the
topic. Nevertheless it strikes me as rigorous and carefully done. In the future it might
be possible for further research with a larger sample of narrative interviews. or perhaps
a comparison between practices in Almaty and in rural or more traditional areas.
However, for the purposes of the dissertation the methods are clearly adequate.

3. Scientific and Practical Importance of the Findings: (Highlight contributions to
theory and practical applications, specifying their value for future research and
practice.)




The use of different methods—the survey, the narrative interviews and the very
extensive review of theory and literature will make the work extremely valuable for
future research on the topic. The exploration of personal decision making — particula
among those who describe themselves as “spiritual but not religious” represents an

im;;orﬁant new reading of how decisions about public expressions of religiosity are
made.

4. Possible Improvements: (Suggest specific areas or aspects of the dissertati
that could be enhanced or clarified.)

[ cannot think of any improvements needed at this stage.

5. Conformity to General Doctoral Dissertation Standards: (Confirm whether |

dissertation meets established academic and doctoral dissertation guidelir
and standards.)

The dissertation conforms to international standards for doctoral work in Sociology
I understand them.

6. Weaknesses: (Identify significant weaknesses or areas needing improvement
additional explanation.)

None that should concern us at this stage in the author’s career.

Additional Comments: (Provide any additional insights or comments on |
dissertation.)

Good work. Congratulations. Bravo.

Reviewer’s Signature: Pidy Rasinity Date: April 18, 2025




JloKkTopcKasi nporpaMma no couMoJIoruu
365 IlaTas aBeHIO
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www.gc.cuny.edu
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AbnuparibiMoBa ['ynbemupa CepukosHa,

JIOKTOp COLIMONIOrMYECKUX HayK

3aBefyrommas KaeaApoi CONMONOrHH U COLUANBHOMN PaboTh]

Ka3axckuHl HallMOHAIBHBIH YHHBepcHTeT UMeHH anb-Dapadu

YBaxkaemasi npoeccop AGaupaiinimoBa!

[Ipoury 03HaKOMHTBCS ¢ NPUBEAEHHON HUJKE peLleH3Uell U MOEii OLEHKO]
IPEeBOCXOAHOM uccepranuu CaiimaccaeBoit ApyskaH, NOCBSIIEHHOM 3HAUYEHHIO
XuKada v Apyrux GopM pesuruo3Hoi 0aeK bl XKEHIUH B 00ILECTBEHHOM
FOPOJICKOM IPOCTpaHCTBE AnmaTthl. Hazerock, 4To 51 npaBuiibHO 0()OPMHIT BCE
NoKyMeHTBI. 11oxaiyiicra, coobuiuTe, eciu oT MeHs noTpedyeTcs YTo-J1100 eule.
C yBaxeHHEM,

Kacunun ®uan, npodeccop ropoackoro yausepcutera Hero-HMopk




OoT3bIB HA JOKTOPCKY10 III/ICCEPTAHI/IIO
HudopmMallHsi O peleH3eHTe:

NUmsa: Oumnnn Kacuuun

llomlcuocrbﬂaamle:

YupexaeHue: ['opon
IOKTOPAHTYPBI
NudopMalHs O AHCCEPTALHM:

Ha3zpaHHE JHCCEPTALIHH: «Couuonomqecxue aCIeKThl XHpKkada (roJioBHOIO

MOKpBIBAJIA): CIIyYaill KPYIHOTr0 Meramnonuca Anmare
ms conckatens: Caiimacaesa Apyskan

CnenuaJibHOCTh: Coumonorus
OneHnka:
l. AKTYaJIbHOCTb T€MbI:

JluccepTanys 3aTparusaer Kpaite akTyanbHYyIO U BaXXHYIO TEMY —

BO3POCILEE UCIIOJIB30BAHKE U 3aMETHOCTD FOJIOBHBIX YOOPOB Cpe/H KEHLIHH
B COBPEMECHHOM ropozie AnmMathl. B To Bpems kak MHOTHE CBETCKHE

(eMUHHCTKH pacCMAaTPUBAIOT XUXKA6 KaK CHMBOJI YIHETEHHS KEHILIHH, 2
TpaAUIHOHANIMCTEI B Pa3HbIX 00IIECTBAX CTPEMSATCS CAENATh €ro
00s13aTeNIbHBIM, B IaHHOH paboTe NOAHUMACTCS YaCTO HIHOPHUPYEMblil
BOIMPOC — YTO O3HAYACT HOIIEHKE XuaKada Ui caMUX >KEHIIWH, KOTOPhIE
CO3HATEJIBHO JENAI0T 3TOT BEIOOD.
2. JIoCTOBEPHOCTH, 000CHOBAHHOCTL H HOBH3HA HAYYHBIX Pe3yJ/JIbTATOB:
ViccnenoBaHWe HOCUT pa3BebIBATENIbHEIN XapaKTep, YTO BIIOJHE YMECTHO
BBUAY HENOCTATKa NPEeABIAYIIUX UCCIeJOBAaHUN 1TO JaHHOU TeMme. TeM He
| MEHee, OHO IIPENICTABISIETCS MHE KaK CTPOTO€ M TIIATEIHLHO BBIITOJIHEHHOE.
' B OyaymeM BO3MOXXHO NPOBEICHUE NaIbHENIIIUX UCCIIEIOBAHUI ¢ Ooliee
IMAPOKON BEIOOPKOM HappaTUBHBIX HHTEPBBHIO UJIM CPAaBHEHUEM MPAKTHK B
AJMaTBl U CEJILCKHUX JIN00 0ojiee TpaAULMOHHBIX peruoHax. OaHako s
nejied JaHHOM JUCCepTaldd MCIIOJIB30BAaHHBIE METO/BI SIBJISIFOTCS BIIOJIHE
aZIeKBaTHBIMU.
3. HayyHas 4 npaKTHYeCKasi 3HAYHMOCTb pPe3yJibTaTOB:
Hcrnonp30BaHKe pa3jIMyHbIX METOI0B — aHKETHPOBAHHUS!, HAPPATHBHBIX
HHTEPBBIO U OOIIMPHOro 0630pa TEOPUH U IMTEPATYPbl — JEJIAET JAHHY IO
paboTy Ype3BBIYAMHO LEHHOM 1t Oy yIUX UCCIEI0BAHUH 10 IaHHOH
Teme. VicciienoBaHue JIMYHOr0 BEIOOpa, 0COOCHHO CpeIM KEHIUHMH, KOTOpbIe
OIMCEIBAIOT cebs KaK «J{yXOBHBIE, HO HE PEIIMTHO3HBICY, MPEACTABIIAET
060l BaYKHYIO HOBYIO MHTEPIPETALHMIO TOTO, Kak MPHHUMAIOTCS PELICHHS O

ny6IHgHBIX (OpMax BHIPOKEHHUS pETUTHO3HOCTH.

4. Bo3zmozkHbI€ YTy YLICHHSI:
Ha mapsom 3Tane s HE BUXY He0OXOIUMOCTH B KaKHuX-JIM0O0 YIIYYLUEHMUSIX.

5. CooTBeTCTBHE 0GIHM CTAHAAPTAM A0KTOPCKOH AHCCEPTALUHM:

Jluccepramusi COOTBETCTBYCT MeK Ly HaPOJHBIM aKaJeMU1ECKIM U
CTaHapTaM Julsl IOKTOPCKUX paBoT 10 COLMOJIOTHH B TOH Mepe, B KaKoii

OHU MHE U3BECTHDI.

CII;IPf3H,HeHTCKuﬁ [podeccop counooruu
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YHUBEpCUTET Hero-Mopka, LlenTp marucrTparypbl U
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